
International Journal of

EDUCATIONAL  SCIENCES
PRINT: ISSN 0975-1122 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6322

Postgraduate Supervisory Relationship:
Experiences at an Open Distance Learning Institution

Doraval Govender

Department of Criminology and Security Science, School of Criminal Justice,
 College of Law, University of South Africa

Telephone: +27(0)124339482, Cell: 27(0)828174111, E-mail: govend1@unisa.ac.za

KEYWORDS Communication. Enhancement. Guidance. Promoter. Quality Research

ABSTRACT The paper presents the findings from a qualitative study on a range of relationship challenges
experienced by postgraduate supervisors and students. The objective of this paper is to enhance quality research
through positive relationship experiences. The researcher explored the experiences of postgraduate students and
supervisors of postgraduate students at an open distance learning institution through one-on-one interviews with
postgraduate students and supervisors. The students and supervisors responded both positively and negatively
regarding their relationship experiences with postgraduate supervision. The oral and written submissions of the
students and supervisors were descriptively analysed. The researcher concludes with recommendations to enhance
open distance postgraduate supervision.
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